- 


— 


AIG " 

DISCOURS 

| - CONCERIEES : 

Ananias and Saphura, 
Wherein'is laid open 


Their Sin & PUNnitSamenT. 


L—— 


PES « 


DB Y 
William Hozghton, Miniſter of Ordſoll : 


in Nottinghamſhire. 


| I Cor.10.6,11, 


T heſe things happened unto them for examples, avid are written for our 
admontiou. 
Rom. 2, 22, 


T hou that abhorreſt Itlalls, commtteſt thou Sacriledge ? 


—— —__——— 


Many who have fled from [dolatry, and reformed the Worſhip of God from thar 
pollurion a4er7piz vi; ar-3oanns, thar is, by bending he crooked ſtick ros 
much the other way, have runteo far into the contrary extrcam, and raken 
away ( ſome of us ) all difference in a manner between Sacred and Prophane, 
and in ſo doing made our ſclycs lyable to that upbraid of the Apoſtle : 7+ qui 


idola abominars, Sacrilegium admiltts ? Mede Diarr. 74. | 
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28 5 
To the Reader. 


© Hes Adam 4nd Eve had ſinned in eating the 
@y forbidden fruit, Eve was firſt called forth and 
JT * 23. ſentenced,then Adam : Here on the contrary, 
ELEVE firſt Ananias, thex Saphira, The reaſon here- 
of, I conceive, was this, becanſe there the woman 
w4s fir tin the tranſgreſsion, but here the man : There the : 
Hwsband was conſenting to the Wife, here the Wife was con S164 y%5 7: 
ſenting ta the Hucband. 1t is not a queſtion this much materi. Ye 
al to be flood upon which of them ſinned firſt, it is likely there 
was n8 long ſpace of time between them : In ſuch a nearneſs 
4 is between bead axd body the infetion ran ſuddenly from 
one to the other. This therefore ſhould rather take up our 
thonghts and meditations, that as they were conſenting toge- *it4ious T6 
ther in ſin, ſo were they partakers in the puniſhment, this w JO 
the juſt judgement of God npon them; and this joyning toge- © 
ther in ſin is the cauſe of moſt general juigments, As ſheep, 
having infeted one another, die together of the rot : ſo when 
people have generally corrupted one another, they fall and 
periſh together by Sword, Famine, or Peſtilence, Therefore 
the firſt counſel both Did and Solomon give inthe Pſalms 
andProverbs,is,not to walk in theway of the ungodly,and, 
It ſinners entice thee conſent thou nor, Eſpecially, as thou 
loveſt thy ſoul, hav? a care to keep thy [elf from this ſin of Sa- 
crilgage, and walk not in the way of Ananias, Many there 
are who count all gain godlineſs, therefore Suriledze is vat 
A 2 thons t 


To the Reader; 
thought to be a fin by ſuch men, but being weighed by the bal- 

lance of the Sanituary, and the heavy judgments of God upon 

it, it will be found to be 4 great andgrievous fiv, bighly. pro-. 
voking the eyes of Gods glory, The fit of Adarg-and Eve 
was the ſin of Sacriledge, and the firit ſin that was:puriſht in- 
the Old Teſtament : 7 his fin of Ananias and Saphira the ſin 

alſo of Sacriledge, and the firſt thatwe read of that was pu- 
n1ſht in the New Teſtament, after thie defcending of the Holy 
Ghoſt : Surely therefore ( as Solomon ſaith ) it is a ſnare 
co, the man that devoureth that. which-is holy : 1f*how 
v18.4, Gteſt wiſe keep thy ſelf out of this ſnare, and be nat partaker 
with others in thus ſin, that thou receive not hereafter of their 
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_ A Diſcourſe concerning 
ANANTITA Sand SAP HIRA. 
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SP - ACT. x5 3: 
Why hath $atan filled thy beart to lye to the Holy Ghoſt, and to 


.* Reep back part of the price of the Land ? 


N N. chis Hiltory of Ananas and Saphira three things arc 
£5 be conſidered, 
Firſt, Their fat in three particulars : 
I. Selling of a poſſetion. 
2, Keeping back part of the price; | 
3.Laying down a certain patt at the Apoliles feer, //.1. 

Secondly, T he Examination and Trial , which was ſeveral ; 
t, Of Anamas, to v.7. -thenof Saphira, to v. 12, Peter 13 the 
Juſtice before whom they are brought by Gods Providence : His 
Examination or Trial of Axanias, hath in it, 1. Three Que lions, 
And 2. The Sentence given. | 

I. The Firſt Queſtion ſhewerh the.nature of his fin, v.3. 

1. The Second, That it proceeded from his own will ; and 
that as he. was not- conſtrained to ſell or give away his Lind, {© 
there was no outward conpultion uſed ro conſtrain him to ket” 
back part of the price.; Both before. and after the Sale, it was 
his own power, v4. x WI, Tis 


A Diſcourſe «bout Sacriledge. 


I1I The third Queſtion ſheweth, that his fin was very abſurd, 
chough firmly,ſerled in his mind, and that there was no cauſe why 
he ſhould fo refolurely.yield ro the remptarion of the devil; why 
haſt tho prope cnn fo inthy heart ? v.6. 

ence,;being the fore-runner of Gods 
* ow not hid uno men, One wnte God,v 4. 


<dat 


Eh Sg 

n I, In LOR ſudden deaths, the range judgement of God 
upon him Nt fin, v«. eſe WI : 

2. if 
W 3. In ES young men is bet a Sy Vikas 
burial, 9.6. 

In the arraignment of Saphrra after her appearance, deſcribed 
by the circumltance of time, and her ignorance of the precedenc 
judgment; v. 7- we may obſerve the ſame parts as before, viz. 

. Firlt, Two Queſtions : 

I, To the former,whereof ſhe anſwers affirmatively agiinſt 
her conſcience, that they ſold ir for ſo much,v.8. 

2, In the ſecond Peter aggravates their fin by their mutu- 
all conſent, and calleth it by another name, Vite A 6 ramgony of the 
Holy G hoſt »'V. 9. 

Secondly, The ſencence uttered, with relation..t to the indgyent 
of her husband,v.g.end. 

Thirdly, Thethree former events are rehearſed, thongh not in 

the ſame order, v.10,11, 

This 1s the logical Analyſis, or reſolutivn of che: whole Hiſtory ; 
bur becauſe my purpoſe is to ſhew the nature of rheir fin, I will 
forbear to handle any other part ſave only Peters firſt Queliton, in 
theſe words : Why hath Satan filled thy heart to the to rhe Holy Ghoſt, 
and to keep back part of the Price of the Land ? Wherein this fin of 
—_ 15 ſer forth by five Arguments : 

- The author,or firſt mover, Satan, 
2, The meaſure of corruption, Filled. 
3 Theſubje&t,or ſhop of Satan, the Heart. 
4. The matter of their fin, it was a counterfeiting of, or 
Lyings tothe Holy Ghoſt. 


4 x Jo Fg he manner of i It, By turung aſide part of the Pric e of 
the Lay 


Bas Peter laid, Ananias, &c Fit then of the author thar ſer 
them 


'4 Diſcewſe haut Sarriledge. 


them a work, Satan ; the word ſignifieth an Adverſary : that ene-#hy hath 

my of Piery,and murtherer of Mankind, that root of malice, and Saas. .iY 

Prince of all wickedneſs, the Father of hes, that great Dragon,that Rev.1z.g. 6, | 

old Serpent called the devil and Satan ; he is-vereranns, an old ex- | 

perienced $ouldier, that rejoyceth not ſo much to have his hand | 

n ſmall attempts, as to be ſeen 1n great exploits ; Facimus mag- 

ym, & memorabile, ſome notorious miſchief is to be expetted 

| he comes upon the ttage : When he tempted Eve to eat 

the forbidden fruir, he brought a lamencable calamity upon all 

mankind ; when he by one of his evill angzts came upon Sax, 

Sas{'throws his fear at David, thinking to nail him to the wall ; 1 Sam. 18. rr. NY 

When Satan ſtood up againlt //rgl, and provoked David to num- 2 Szm. 19.10, | | 

ber the people, ir pur him intoa great firaight, ad there fell of * ©9317. WES 

Iſrael 7000 men : And when Satan, afcer the Sop, entred into uh, rg 4 4h ve. 
#das, he moſt, unnaturally be:rayed:khis Malter, and moſt ungra- MT 

tiquſlyſold him for thirry peeces, that was preſently toredee n us 

with the ranfome of his molt precious bloud : So- here, when Sa- 

tan, that old Serpent, crept in:o the hearts of Amana and Saphira, | 

he filled them full of all miſchief, and brought them to deftructi- + 

on. Why hath Satan ? That fin cannot be. ſmall that proceeds 

from ſuch anaurthor ; All men indeed are ſinners, the belt thac are 

do fin through the proneneſs of nacural corruption, bur when 
men ſin through the motion and inſtigation of Satan, then their 
fin becomes more devilliſh and haynous ; now ſome metry in ſin- 
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: ning do more immediatly joyn hand in hand with che devil,encer- | by 
taining his motions, and conſenting to his ſuggeliions, they joyn {J 
1 wich him, and he with them: They as his Vaſlals,he as their Lord ; * 
: thus combining togerher,and unicing their ftrengths,they become ; q 
the more ſtrong, according to that, Yi wnta fortior. Satan indeed, | 

b- both by long experience, . and by nature, is far more wicked than 


man, therefore when he infuſeth wickedneſs into man, and im- 
parteth to him chat helliſh quality of his, chen man commirreth | | 
inlike the devil himſelf : When he moveth, counſelleth, perſiwa- . I 
deth, filleth, or poſſefſeth any mans heart ( as here he did the: ED 
hearts of Anamas and Saphira) he then bringerh ſome notorious i 
iniquity to paſs, and their fin becomes no ſmall (in. | SSL, 
Therefare above all things take we heed of devilliſh motions Inference. ev: trays I 
of and ſnggeliions ; the devil is oft exceeding ſudden in his aflaults, (i, - "0 
a ſpirir,and very quick; oh that we could be as quick, w_ he Fg: 08 
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Pſal.zo.2, 


70.1. 


Ruth 1.16, 


Tam. 4.7. 


2. 
F'lled. 
Acts 4.31. 


Que 


A nſw. 


: 1 Difeon[e ubout" SatHtledye, 


' fets upon us, in lying unto God by prayer, ſaying as the Pſalmiſt, 
Send help( O Lord ) from thy Sanituary, 'Lord make haſte to help 
'* wie; | When the devil ſeeks to throw his wild-fire1nto our hearts, 

-lec us preſently rake to us the Thield of faith, whereby we may 


quench thoſe fiery darrs-of his, and being (trong in the Lord, and 
inthe power of his might, let os fighr the good fight: When the 


enemy ſuggelts any-wicked thought, let us riſe up againſtic with 


a holy indignation, and preſently ſmite 1 down, ſend tt as loiy as 
hell, from-whence ir came ; and as Rath'to Naomi, Intreat me mr, 
for 1 ami ftedfaſtly minded to go with thee ; ſoler us ſay tothe adver. 
ſary, Away curſed fiend, thou loſelt thy labour, never go about to 
perſvade me, intreat me not, for Iam ſtedfaſtly relolved\yith 


' purpoſe of heart to cleave unto the Lord, Thus reſiſting we ſhall 
' not be overcome, bur' ſhall even force Satan himſelf ro flight, for 


refſt the devil (fautrthe Apoſtle ) and he will flee from you. 
Secondly, From the author, let us go on to the quantity and 

meaſure of their fin in that word Filled, Ir ts ſaid in the former 

Chapter they wereall filled with the Holy Ghoſt ; here's now ano- 


ther manner of filling, they are filled with the wicked ghoſt, or | 


ſpirit full of Saran ; bur how did Satan fill them is a point worthy 
our enquiry. Firſt, You ſee they conſent together to praQticethar 
wickedneſs which the devil put into their hearcs, and herein they 
ſhe their great folly in this, chat they had rather at laſt havepare 
of the price wrongfully, and unlawfully, chan at the firſt the whole 
lawfully and juſtly, and what grearer folly could there be than 
this ? But how doth Satan draw them to this folly ? I anſwer, by 
his two Counſellors, Covetouſneſs and Vain-glory ; Covetouſnels 
fairh, yer ar lealt keep ſomewhat co your ſelves : Vain-glory ſaith, 
nay,but give all at lea(t in ſhew, So then if ro their folly we add 
Covetouſneſs and Vainglory we ſhall ſee the meaſure already be- 
oinning to fill very faſt. | 

But with what reaſons do theſe two Counſellors perſyyade the 
embracing of their contrary direCtions ? 

I anſwer, Tourge contrary concluſions they draw their Argit- 
ments from contrary topicks,that is, from Deſpair and Preſumpri- 
on. Covetouſneſs from deſpair,-that is, from want of faith, and 
from diſtruſt in Gods goodneſs, reaſons thus : © Whar will ye in- 
** deedgive all away, and leave nothing to your ſelves ? How will 
<* yedo then when old age cones upon you, and you ſhall not - 

able 
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A Diſcourſe” againſF$acriledge. d 5 
& ableto take pains ? What if you fall fick, and keep your beds, 
« vill theſe new Deacons and Overſeers then providefor you ? 
« Or will they not rather fleight you,and not regard you ? There- 
« fore keep ſomething un ſtore for fear &f the worlt, you know not 
& what may happen. | 
Vain-glory likewiſe from Preſumprtien draws her Arguments 
thus: © If you give not all, I aflure you you ſhall want a grear 


« part of your praiſe,you ſhall be leſs eſteemed and regarded than 
&« ſuch and ſuch ; Joſes the Levite ſhall be better thoughrof, and 


&« have more repute among[t the Brethren, for he hath given all, aas 4.343-37. | 


« wherefore if you will needs keep back parr, be it ſo, yer ſeem to 

« give all ; who knows that ye do keep any thing back, make ſhew 
« therefore of giving all, ſo ſhall you provide for your ſelves ; 
« ſeem as liberal as the beſt, yer loſe-no part of your commenda- 

« tion. Theſe then are the two Counſellors Covetouſneſs and 
VYain-gloty, the one looking at their profit, the other at their cre- 

dit; Vain-glory draweth on Preſumption,Coverouſneſs Deſpair : 
Vain-glory bears them in hand, that they ſhall be commended 

though they deal corruptly : And Coverouſneſs would have them 

think, thar if they ſincerely yield ro the motion of the Holy Ghoſt, 

arid R:ictly follow the example of the Godly, then they ſhall be 

like to ſtarve for want of things neceſfary. 

See and obſervefrom this, that as there 15 a concatenation of Jyferences 

Vertues, ſo alſoof Vices, one ſeldom goes alone, bur draws and 

hales on another into the heart, till ir be filled therewith ; there- 

fore ſaith rhe Prophet, , They draw miquity with cords of vanity, and 1h,;,18, 
fin as it were witha Cart-rope ; hence it is, that wicked men are ſaid 

to add (in to fin, aS Ananias and Saphire here did, they added one ;o.r. 

fin to another, till at laſt chey were filled with fin ; a whole band 

cf tl.e devils ſouldiers, Folly, Deſpair, Preſumpuon, Coverouſneſs, 
Vain-glory, theſe five are broke into: their hearts, ro which if you 

ſhall add two more, that 1s, their lying and tempting of God, you 

will eafily perceive, that che unclean. ſpirit which was gone our of 

them, at cheir firſt converſion to the taith of Chrilt, is now retur= 

ned, and finding the room ſ{wepr and trimmed, hath taken ſeven Luk.11.26, 
other ſpitits more wicked than himſelf, and they areentred in and 

dwell there, and their laſt Rate is worſe than the firſt ; you. have 

now [een how Satan filled them, theſe particulars that I have na- 

med make up the full meaſure of their iniquity, and do ſhe, thor! 

I it 
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x2iNe os 7 wickedneſs in thy heart 7: The devil could never have got this wic- 
ad YUKATYTC, 
- ver 4, 


# Diſcoarſe againſt Sacriledgr, 
it is 20 come to the height, and thatir is ripe, ſo that the Tod 
aut needs come and thruſt in his fickle. h 

The third parricular 1s the ſubje& or ſhop of Satan, which wag 
his:hearc z theſe Gns were entertained withthebett welcome, with 
their mutual conſenc, and into the belt room, their hearts. The 
heart is the principal placeand ſeat of life inthe naural man, and 
of grace in the ſpiritual. Now theſe places that ſhould have been 
Sanita Santtorum, the moſt ſacred Temples of the Holy Ghot?, 
are entred upon, and prophaned by the devils guetts; Ang this is 
a further aggravation of their fin, for God hath ſer every man © 
euardand keep his hearr as one would keep and defend a Caltle,, if 
a man deliver upthis Cafile into the enemies hands *cts creaſon ; 
evill thoughts are the keyes of this Caſtle, for they open che hearc 
and letin the enemy; to think as the devil would have us think, 
1s to dehver up the keyes of our hearcs to him ; the rolling up and 
gown of evill cogirations 15 the turning of the key, and opening 
of che gares to Satan ; And this ts that for which Peter ſo ſharp. 
ly rebuked Anarias : Why hath Saran filled thy heart ? That is, why 
halt thon betrayed thy trult ? Why haſt thou delivered up the keys 
into his hands ? Why haſt thou done this ? 

Let us learn from hence what is the cauſe of all our fin and miſe- 
ry,even our own hearts. The Apoftte here lates the fault upon A-q- 
n145 , expoſtulates with him, not with Satan : He doth not ſay,Sa- 
ran, why haſt thou filled the 'heart of Auavias, but Ananias, why 
hath Satan filled thy heart ? Why did(t thou ſuffer him to do this ? 
And yet more plainly, v. 4. ##y haſt thox concerved this wickedneſs 
ws thy heart? Or as its in the Original, Why haſt thow pn .this 


kedneſs tnto his heart if himſelf had nor pur icin there : If Anarias 
had not opened the (ack the devil could never have fill'dic ; He 
could never enter, and come into our hearts, did not we open the 
door to him, therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, Every man is tempted 


: when he is drawn away of his own luff, and enticed, then whan luft 


hath conce;ved it bringeth forth ſin. The devil indeed filled the heart 
of Ananias, but it was not till Anarias had conceived this wic- 
kedneſs in his heart, or had pur it in his heart, that is, heg1ve it 
conception, and then the devill nouriſhr and augmented it rill ic 
came to the birth. 

Secondly, Thar fins of the heart are great fins, and ſuch as we 


ſhould | 
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A Diſconrſe againſt S arriledoe, 
ſhould moſt firive againſt : For the Apoſtle here frikes at the root 
of this miſchief, the heart. zFhy hath Satan filled thy heart ? And me 
why haſt thou concerved this wickedneſs in thy heart ? Miking it,as ic | 1. 
were, the engineer and framer of all rhis miſchief : Such was his | 
dealing with Simon Magus, Pray God, if perhaps the thoughts of thy 4&,8 x2. 
heart may be forgiven thee. Thus the Prophet, Waſh thy heart from Jer-4.14- 
wickedneſs that tho mayſt be ſaved, It was orcered by a Lay called 
the Law of the twelve T ables,chat all ſprings and fountains ſhould be Foxtixns. 
keprfrom filchineſs and pollurion,leſt thele being corrupted ſhould 
fill the Land with infe&on:So here the heart is the fountain;ehere- "7 <þ 
fore ( ſaith Solowon ) above all keepings keep thy _— out of it are Prov.4.14, "5þ 
the vwes of life ; If chou would(i have any fin mortified, kill ic in G49 
chy heart ; if any grace entertained, plant it in thy heart. A good 7 
mas ( ſaith our Saviour ) ont of the good treaſure of his heart bringeth Mat.12. 35. 
forth that which is good ; where the word ( Good ) is thrice repea- 
ted ; bur mark the order, firſt, a good treaſure, 'then a good man, 
chen good fruics : The treaſure of the heart being good makes all 
good, gives the owner of this treaſure his denomination, makes 
him a good man, yea, his ſpeeches, ations, theſe fruirs thar come 
from hirmthey aregood alſo, che heart being g00d. Ir is the good- 
neſsof the man ſanQifierh all ourward things, bur it is the good- 
neſs of the hearr that ſanAifieth cheman, 
Toreturntomy Texr, | 
Thisfin of Anarias as you have ſeen it ſer forth by the Author, 
Quanticy, Subje& z ſo in the fourth place, ir is lively deciphered 
by the matrer'6f it, and thiswill put us upon anarrowerſearch G 
concerning the nature of this fin, and the natures of things are giyox.Suer , 
commonly known by their names : Now this fin of theirs hath zy:vwu 7 * 
three names in this Chapter, for firſt ic is called a counterfeiting £7197. | 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; Secondly, Lying to the' Holy Ghoſt in my *- | 
Text ; Thardly, Tempting of the Holy Ghoſt, v.9. I will endea- Connerjert LY 
vour to open them all inoorder, wg of the Fz- #4 
Firſt; There was a Counterfeiring of the Holy Ghoſt : Iris ſaid {y Ghoſt. IE 
of Achay, that he took and ftole the accurſed thing, anddiflen- Joq,z.1r, 
bledalſo. Joſhna ſemt Officers into the Army to chargeevery man Vid.cajetas in | 
tokeepthe Cecreeof Almighty God, in not taking the accurſed {oc.p.1zz #®7 , ,-,' | 
thing, and when all the people anfivered that they had kept the huh; - 27 
decree; Achan ſaid fo coo ; thus he lole theaccurfed thing, and | 
diflembled alfo, faining himſelf x innocent” as any inthe Com- 
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A Diſaiſs againſt $arileage. 
pany. Jult ſo dealc this ſacrilegious couple, they-ttole part "of the 
Price,ayddifiemble4 alſo; they would ſezm ro do as others gid, 
and be rhought 4s devout as any of them,here was a cqunterteiting 
of-tbe Holy hoſt, that is, of the grace of | the Holy Ghalt a fain- 
ing, -and making ſhew 'of that hncere. grace Winch was notin 
caem, in that they would ſeem to-give the whole, when they gave 
bur parc only , kere was their hypocrite, for this 1s the guiſe of hy- 
pocrues, xtthey can calt a mitt before your eyes, and walkinvifible, 
if they can carry tt away cleanly, and be reputed juſt and holy, 
they care for no mote : They are like me Tavernshaving before 
them the (ign of the Angel, but within noring bur beallly drun- 
kenneſs: or as Chriſt ſaith, like wh ited ſepulchres pl ich indeed appear 
beautiful outward, but within are full of dead mens bones, and all un- 
cleanneſs : Fair without, but foul within ; ourwardly, they appear 
righ:eous unto:men, but within they are full of hypocrihe and int- 
quiry, Many examples of ſuch ate recorded in Scripture,as of Saxl, 
who {aid that he had don2 the Commandment of the Lord, when 
he had done quite contrary; and Gehazi, when he had been run- 
ning after Naamay the Syriay for a bribe, came and itood in a 
denure poſture befare his Maſter Eliſha, ſaying, Thy ſervant went 
»o whither. So Herod ſpake thus ro the Mags, Bring me word when 
ye have found him, that I may come, and wor(hip him alſo, when he 
meant to murthes him. As to cover and conceale-a-faulr ( in tie 
preſence of God effecially, who knoweth all things) is diffimu- 
lation : So to ſer forth a colour and (hew of vertue- and goodneſs 
chere where it is not, is Simulation and Counterfetting, and both 
this and that is hypocrilie, and both to be ſeen in Ananas and S4- 
phira,for they kept ſecret their thievery, and make a ſhew of their 
liberaliry; they give their heart ro Satan, and rheir face to God ; 
they counterfeit che Holy Ghoſt, being limbs-of the devil ; they 
feigned that they had. thar ſpecial and excellent grace of God in 
their hearts which was then in the Church, even the Communion 
of Saints in a rare and extraordinary manner, when indeed they 
had Communion and Fellowſhip with Satan, and he it was that 
had filled their hearts with devilliſh qualicies, 

Let it therefore teach us totake heed of this ; Hypocrifie 
is ſueh a ſin, that it makes him that in ſhew is an Angel of 
light, to be indeed a Fiend of darkneſs, J#das one of the 


twelve Diſciples of Chriſt, and DoCtors of the Week. , 
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A Diſcourſe 4g43nft Sarriledge. 
called a devil, and therefore a devil becauſe when he betrayed his 
Maſter he did iz with a Kiſs ; that execrable venome of Treaſon 
waz blandiſhr over with aſoft and gentle, but hypocritical Kiſs , 
He came to Jeſus, and ſaid, hail Maſter, and kiſſed him. I endthis Mar, 26.49. 
wuh that excelent ſaying of Chryſoftome: * O hypocrite, 1t it 
&« be good to be good, why wilt chou not bethar which thou wilt 
« ſeentobe? Andif it be evilto be evil, why wilt thou be thit 
« which thou wile not ſeem to be? Ifirbe good roſeem tobz 
« g00d, it is berterto b:ſo; And if icbe evil to ſeem co be evil, 
« 1tis worſe to be fo ; cherefore either ſeem as thou arr, or be as 
«thou ſeemelt robe, 

Secondly, Ic is called Lying to the Holy Ghoſt in this verſe, 


and Lying ro God, v.4- tha: 18, he lyed to the Holy Gholt being Lyiag tothe 


 S 


Ling 


2, 


God. Lying is ſo linckt to Hypocrifte, that it ſerves the ſameas Holy Ghoſt 


an officious handmaid. Now chis lye of theirs was very cunningly 
contrived, The proud ( faich David ) have imagined a lye againſt me; Pſal 


api.” - . «119 69, 
Or it might be read thus : They have cri-n:ned their lyes, drelt and cyc;nn3 ue 


linnave- 


trimed chem under the thadow and colour of rruth:: So this lye of runt mendacia, 


Anamas Was very artificially trimmed up. Many things cone here Jun,vatabl, 
co be conſi {ered abour it. 

I, We find that it was a real [ye, not uttered in words, but ex- A 
hibiced in their deeds, while their outward and apparent deeds 
did much differ fron a ſecret and concealed action : Ananias in 
words did not utter an untruth, bur his deeds did ; he did not ſay, 
thar he did not keep back part ; bur his deeds made thew of giving 
all, therefore that deed of his was a lye- for another ſecret deed, 
namely, keeping back part did contradict the ſame.: There are 
real lyes then as well as verbal, ſuch was this of Ananias. That is 
the fir{t, | 

2, Tis Lye of theirs it was &concealing of che truth, and truth » 
ſonenmes may without fin | A man 1s no: bound 
to ſpeak allthe cruth ar all-rimes, yer it doth appear fron: this pre- 
ſent example, that to conceale a truth, and nor torell ic plainly, 
when theglory of God is concernedin it, and when ir is expedient 
and profitable for men ro know, theſamets a lye,, the making of a 
lye, though not therelhng of alye ; therefore in bying or! ſelling, 
or 1n any otner matter wherein a Mans filence or concealing the 
truth = hurt his brother, rhere his filence is a fin, and his con- 
cealingrhe truth alye, I know what many will objeR ; If this 
be 
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A Diſcearſe ae «inſt Sucriledee, 
be ſo, we may go ſhut up our ſhops, tor ſhould we tell the fault of 
our goods, WC {ſhould hinder our ſelves in the ſale. Bur is it ngr 
betcer to hinder: thy ſelf in thy goods, than to offend thy God; 
nakedly and plainly to declare the googneſs or badneſs of thy 
Commodities, than by taking advantage of the buyers ignorauce 
to have ſngultum cordzs, that 1s, a throbbing heart, an accuſing 
conſcience. This fin then of Aneamasit was alye, it was a real 
lye, and ic was a lye in the point of concealment, becauſe they 
concealed the truth. 

3. Further, Ir is ſaid to be alye made to God, becauſe it was 
ſecret, ſo that none but God could find 1t out ; it was cunningly 
contrivedin his deeds, therefore very ſecret and hidden, yer God 
findeth it our. He who is the Author of all cruth hath ſaid ir, that 
there is nothing ſo ſecrer bur it ſhall be revealed ; ir is not poſſible 
for man to conceal his untrach and —_— from God : Hetha: 
made the eye, ſhall not he ſee ? He that made the heart, ſhall nt he un- 


derſtand ? Surely helices, and knows all the Mazes and Meander:; 


all che windings and turnings of our vain hearts, 

Ler this therefore teach us to hate and detelt this fin of Lying, 
T heſe are the things wich ye ſhall do, ſpeak ye every manthe truth to his 
neighbour, execute the judgement of truth and peace in youy gates ; Let 
none of you imagine evill in your hearts agamſt his neighbour, and love 
no falſe oath ; for all theſe are things that 1 hate ſaith the Lord. 
In like manner the Apoſtle, Laying afide Lying, ſpeak ye the truth 
every man to his neighbour, for ye are members one of another : So 
deal therefore one with anorher as one member of the body would 
deal with the reſt, Conſider what hath been ſaid againſt this fin, 
That every lye is againſtthe God of truth, and he will find it out ; 
chat it was the fin of theſe two notable hypocrites, and a fin 
that muſt helpthem our in their khgpocrife; they could never have 
:!made the World think ſo well of them if the lye had not come in 
ro help chem. Further, Lying is the Yevils badge, a mark of his 
diſciples, who himfelf is the father of lies. Ir is joyned and 
coupled rogether by the Prophet Hoſea with four other capital 
fins, Swearing, Murther, Theft, Adultery. Surely they that hide 
chemſelveCunder falſhood and deceir, andmakelyes cheir refuge, 
will in the end befound cobe but under a bad ſhelter ; For ( ſurk 
David )the Lord who loveth trath and righteogſneſs, and hateth int- 
gmt, he will deftroy them that fheak ties; and how will he __ 
chem 2 
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A Diſcturſe againſt Saeriledge. 14 

them ? Sr. Joh» Caith ic ſhall be-with aneverlaſting deſtruQion, Rev.z1.8, 
he will ſhur them our of the heavenly Hierwſatem. Let every one **+1 5: | 
of us therefore labour for rruth in our ſpeeches, and for truthin # 


*our actions, evet ſaying with David, Lord, remove frons me the way Plal.119.2.9. 
of Lymg. p 
Thirdly, You have ſeen what was the ſecond ingredient, the gi 


{in of lying, they counterfeired the Holy Ghoſt, and they lyed to Tewopreng v 

the Holy Ghoſt ; In che ninth verſe it 1s called a Tempring of the Holy 

God. How 35 it that ye have agreed togetingr to temps the Spirit of the Ghoſt. 

Lord? This then 1s to be taken 1n as a third branca of their fin, 

and a devillith fin ic is, becauſe when the devil rempred Chrilt in Mar.4 6. 

the Wilderneſs hetempre4 him co remprt God, ſaying, Caſt thy 

ſelf down headlong. This fin left the remembrance of 1t in giving 6 

a name to-a place, were the people of /ſrae/rempred God at vel, | 

Rephidinn, for it is not only called Meribah of their contending 

and {triving againſt Moſes, but alſo Maſſah of their rempring ot 

God ; therefore Aoſes doth admonith them, thar they ſhould nor 

rempt God as they temp:ed him at Maſſah, ſaying, 1s the Lrd ye gn. 

amongſt us,or xot. Tone Pſalmiſt alſo reftifieth thar they tempted Excd.17 7, F 

bim 1n the Wilderneſs, and required mear for their luſt, ſaying, ' 

Behold, he ſmote the Rock, that the waters ouſhed ont, and the ſtreams ſal.q8. 20, 

over floxed, can he grue bread alſo ? Canke provide fleſh for his people ? 

AsS1f it Were not as eahefor God togive bread as well as water,, | 

but they Would needs rempr him, and try what he could do : So ; 

here Anaziasand Saphiraare ſaid to tempt the Spirit of the Lord, | | 

becauſe they meant to try conclufions,. and prove whether or no- c 

the Holy Ghoſt could eſpy and find our their jugling, and whether ; 

he could puniſh ir being found our. | 
This then being ſo great a fin to tempt Ged, let us rake the 

more heed of it - let us take heed of preſuming upon the mercy 

of God ; ler us not venture to commit any fin, entertaining ſuch a 

thought as this into our hearts, \Why > What if we: do ? God is 

not able, or he isnot willing to puniſh us. Dowe provoke the 

Lord to anger,. are we firongcr than he? Ohler us do nothing 

with an evill conſcience, nor againſt the knowledge of a good con- 

ſcience, praying till with David, Lord keep thy ſervants from pre- 

fſumptuons ſins, and let them not have dominion over #5. | 
Their fin then, for the nature of jr, was like Cerberss, a bealt,as | + | 

the Poets feign, having three heads ;; or like a poyſon mix, = V2 tl 

made BY 


2 Cor.30.22, 
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12 A Diſcomrſe againſt Sacriledgt, 

madeup of three ingreiencs, Hypocrifie, Lying, and Tewpting 
of God. 

I have done with the fourth particular, the matter of their fan, 


eeping back ner cf ic ; rhey made a lye to God, they rempred God, bur hoyy ? 

wart of the Saint Luke ſaith, 1c was by turning alice part of the price of the 

SY :ice of the Land ; here was to uſe the School term Formale, the very forma- 

M74. lity of ir. Thedevil thatold Serpent had compounded and in- 
fuled a new poyſon 1nto their hearts, conliſting of three ingredi- 
ents, they. vere che watcer of their fin ; now the manner of ating, 
and working, and ivhar operation this poyſon had, appears by their 
a&ions too open and known, the firlt, and the third, ſelling of 
their Land, and bringing partof the price to the Apoſtles feet ; 
bur the ſecond yas ſecrec and unknown, viz. keeping back part 
of the price, 

They began no doubtby the motion of the Holy Ghoſt co ſell 
their poſſeſlion, and in ſelling of iraimed at a good and holy end, 
that it might be diſtributed to the ſeveral neceſſities of the 
Church, therefore they bring ir, and lay it at the Apoſtles feet : A 
200d beginning, and a good end intended ; bur Satan creeps in 
berween them, ſets his foot in the mid(t, and mars all ; like the 
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| ets. and proceed to the fifth. and lat,” which is the Q#omedo or man- * 
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enviousthiefin the Goſpel, he ſows tares amongſt the good ſeed ; 
ea, ſo far he bewitcherh them, that they preſume through their 
ypocrifie to beguile and deceive the Holy Ghoſt, in concealing 
part of the price. Their fin then was a ſecret and voluntary 
withholding and keeping back ſome part of that which they began 
to give openly ; and in concluſion a ſhery of performing the 
whole, when indeed they did bur perform only ſome part. They 
gave all to God, they ſtole ſome of it again, and would have the 
relt to ſtand for the whole. Their own being given to God was 
no longer their own, bur Gods, therefore their ſecret keeping 
back part wes Sacriledge, that is, Rtealing of a holy and conſecr;» 
tedthing. Now this was a ſly kind of Sacriledge, and hard to be 
exemplified out of Gods Word, and it ſeems bur a ſmall matter 
forthe rotake ſome of that which ſo lately was their own; yet 
ſecing they were led to it by the inſtigation of Satan, he was the 
Parent, and that n travelling to bring it forth, they grew very big, 
being full of Diſtruſt, Preſumption, nm; neſs, Vainglory,and 
having brought it forth, ir appears in the light to be a monſtrous 
burth, 
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A D-jcourfe againſe Satritedge, 13 
birth, a hell-hound with three heads, Hypocrifie, Lying, and 
Tempting of God, (as you have afre:dy heard. } And laltly,ſeeing 
( as the Story ſhews') it was punitht with a ſudden and fearful 
death, as it were, the ireful brearh.of the Holy Ghoſt,blaſiing and 
ſ\miring chem both ro death by the mourh of the Apoſile ; rhere- 
fore it 15 apparent from hence, that this their Sacriledge, ſuppoſe 
che lowelt degree of Sacriledge, this their ealing of parc of their 
own gifts from God, was a molt fearful, and grievous fin. And 
from hence I propound theſe Queries following: 
L If to take it away Secretly were ſuch a fin, what is it to do 
it Openly ? 
II. Ifto take away Part, what 1s 1t to take away All ? 
III, Ifco take away a mans Own gift were ſo great a fin, what 
is it then to take away Another mans gift ? 
Bur rheſe things require a fuller debate, therefore ler us conſi- 
der of them ſeverally. 
I ſay therefore, Firſt, If ro teal Secretly that which hath been I, 
given and Dedicated to God were ſuch a fin, what is it ro doit 
Openly ? Doth nor this argue greater contempr. of God, greater 
boldneſs in finning, and conſequently greater diſobedience ? 
Therefore as it is an aggravation of the drunkenneſs of our times, 
that whereas this fin was heretofore commirred in che night, it is 7 Thel.5. 7. 
> k 6 . Plal.91. 6. 
now committed in the light, and is become, as it were, a noon- 
day devil : So it 1s nor likewiſe an aggravation of the Sacriledge of 
our dates, that whereas Anemas and Saphira hid their fin, as 5, ;1.z4. 
Adam, and kept itcloſe, many do now on the contrary, ſhew and 1fa,z.9. 
declare their fin, as Sod, they hide it not. Weſay,he is a bold 
Thief that will Real when men lookon : Are they not then bold 
Thieves that will rob God of the means of his Worſhip, though 
all che World look on. Thar is che firſt. bs 
The ſecond Quere is this; If it be ſogreat a fin to keep back Parr 
a mans gifr, what 1s it then torake away the Whole? He that 
takes away all, and leaves nothing behind him, he is a bold thief 
indeed : Even ſo againlt God, Is not he a bold and graceleſs thiet, 
who when he hath opened his mouth ro God ſhrinks back, and 
will performe nothing of that he hath promiſed ? When men 
will give to God, and when they have ſo done, take it away 
again, when Coverouſneſs comes in and parlies with then, ( as 
heteit did with Anarias ) fo a revocation -. made of cheir gifts : 
This 
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I4 A Diſcourſe * a3 4inſt Sacriledge. 
| This queliionleſs cannor be wi: hour fin ; for in matters of God 
In y: ſanfia we are not to deliberate, that is, nor to reaſon with fleth and 
| fi —_ '2 202 bloud, bur ro do as we have promiſed : When thou voweit a Vw 
Tc yr. "um unto the Lord thy God, thou (halt not be ſlack_to pay it, far the Lardthy 
WDcur.:3.21, God mill ſurely require it of thee, and ſo it ſhould be fin unto thee, (aith 
J ob 2.279, Aoſes; So holy Job, Thou ſhalt make thy prayer to him, and he (hall 
\#3 hear thee, and thou ſhalt render him thy Vows ; To this purpoſe like. 

WEcclel.5,4, wiſe is that of Solomen, When thou voweſt a Vow unto God, defer not 

Fil t2 pay it, for he hath no pleaſure in foels pay that which thou haſt vowed, 
Indeed unlawful Vows ought notto bind mens confatences, nei- 
ther are they to be kept, but rather to bz broken by thoſe that made 
chem, becauſe fin is not to be added ro fin ; bur on the other fide, 
eake away and exclude ſuperſtition, wickedneſs, impoſſibility,then 
Voyes are laivful, they bind the conſcience, and ought tobe per. 
formed. When therefore a thing is once not only determined be. 
riveen God and a mans conſcience, bur alſo publikely conſecrated, 
and ſo notified before men, theh-ir 1s no longer his that gave ir, 
but it 1sGods; Itis not common,bur holy,thar 25;fet aſide to a holy 
end. Ir 1s the gift of the Holy Gbott, becauſe God 1s both the Au. 
chor and end thereof ;: for although. the thing given be cemporal 
and tranſitory, yer-the manner of giving being _ and holy, 
the gifr' 15 the gift 'of the Holy ſt, for God rhe Holy Ghoſt 
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doth effe&ually move a mans mindto give it, and. God the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt doth cheerfully receive it in his Members for the mu- 
tual cheriſhing and exercifing of Geds gifts and graces among 
rhem, to the honour and glory of God che Father ; wherefore what 
man ſoever, though the * Giver of rhe gifr, ſhall either openly 
Deeds ang Cakeaway, or ſecretly purloyn rhe ſame, he commuts Sacriledge, 
Wt. Jromns ſhews and (tealech from God, and nor from men. 

bh 718 15a&dnnin 

bids Fu Ln In i, we have given unto Gad both for our ſeluts, and for our heirs for ever, Magna 
wa £Cnartacap.1, 

LEY When Echelbev endowed rhe Church of Pancrace with Land, he did it with an irrevoca- 
"plc At: Adjuro,or pracipio in nomine Dominz Dei ommpotemy, qui eft omnium Juſtus judex, 
"Wait prefatateria ſubſcripta donatione ſempeternaliter ſit confirmata, ita ut nec mihi, nec alicui 
ueceſſorum meorum de ea aliquid ſyaudare liceat. Spelm, Cencil.Britan, p.119. 

Siquis rem domino jam devotam carnali vittus illecebra crediderit deauo repoſcendam, non tht 
egitimus cqus rei poſſeſſor, ſed diving juris prouuntiatur invafor, Fulgens, Epiſt.1, de debir, 


Bur 


A Dijcourſe againſt Sacruieagt, i5 
Bur a Man wull !2y, May I not do what 1 will with minz gg, ;457, 


own ? | 
| I anſiver again, It1s not a mans own, if he have vowed, and , - | #, ii 


| promiſed ic, but 1: 1s Gods. Was it nt mn thine wn power, ſaith Pe- hoc . 
| ter here to Anamas? True (as if he had ſaid ) it was, but beings 3 
/ fince coniecrared, and given unto God, thou art now found robe 
; alyaranda thief 1n keeping ic from him: Let all men theze- 
fore take heed of dealing thus with their God; I am perſwa- 


ded that this dallying with Almighty God , chis playing falt 
and looſe with His Majelty,is that which eats Religion our of the 


: hearts of many rich men,and quenches the Spirit of God in them : tb 
Why ſhould any man be ſo imple as to begin inthe Spirir, and P J 
endin the Fleth ? Begin with God, ( as Aazias here did ) and INL 


end with the devil ? Be not deceived ( ſaith the Apolile) God # not Gal.6.7, 
mocked. This 1s a {ſecond thing oftered to our confideration, If to 
take and keep back part were ſuch a iin,whar is it then to keep back 


\ che whole? NS 

y To proceed yet one ltep further in this climax or gradation :—, 

2 Thirdly, if it be ſo great a wickedneſs to keep back a mans own Fn 
I gift in part,or in whole, what 1s 1t then ts take away another mans 


[ ift ? Which never was his own that taketh it away, neither ever E-< 71 


WW ad he any right or ticle to. it, bur only by force or fraud hath 

6.4 wrung it to himſelf ; and are there not many great thieves alſo of | 

i this kind? Many, who having waſifully eaten out their own Patri- g. 

+ | mony, ſeek to repair their decayed Eftates with the ruines of they "fl 
. Care not what, or of whom : That which they molt defire to get C 
"= into their hand is the means of the Church, which our pious An- ; 

HF ceftors have given and devoted unto God, andthat under a ſolemn i 


Curſe to fall upon him or them that ſhould alienatethe ſame: Thar 
| which is the ſweetelt morſel in their mouths, and goes down moſt 
= pleaſantly is the gobber (toln from the Altar : Thad rather expreſs 
Y the languegeand carriage of theſe men in the words of judicious 


E Heeoker than in mine-own : © The devil(faith he)by certain ftrong 
us * inchantments hath ſo deeply bewitched Religion ic ſelf, as to 14 
& makeitin theend anearnelt ſollicicor, and an eloquent perſva- Y 
eſt « der of Sacriledge, urging confidently, that the very belt ſervice Wo 
_ © which men of [power can doto Chnit, is withour any more ce- « Ds 
« remony to ſweep all, 'and to leave the Church as bare as in the | 
Ut « day it was firlt born ; that fulneſs of bread having made the 


* & chil- a 


16 A Diſcourſe againſt Sarriledge. 
Hooker Eccef, * children of the houſhold wanton, it is without any ſcruple to 
pol.lib.yg. * beraken away from rhe and thrown to dogs ; thar they which 
—_ * laid the prices of their Lands az offerings at the Apoltles feer, 
did bur ſow che {eels of ſuperſtition ; that they which indowed 
* Churches wi. h,Lands poyſoned Religion ; chat Tyches and Ob- 
lations are now 1n the fight of UWod as yhe ſacrificed bloud of 
Goars ; tht if we give him our hearts 2nd afteCtions,our goo.s 
are berter heltowed otherwiſe, &c. Coverous men have 
ever ſomething to ſay for themſelves, ſo cheſe you ſee they want no 
words, dehire of gain makes then. very witty. Bur turn weour ears 
from them to GoJ, and heir what he ſaith : They that wrong Lew: 
Denr,z3.17, IN his ſubſtance God ſhall ſmice through the Loyns of ſuch, ſaith 
LMal.3.8. Moſes. Will a man rob God ? Ye have robbed me in tythes and offe- 
rings, therefore are ye curſed with a curſe, cries the Prophet Malachi; 
T hoſe that ſay, (ome let us take to our ſelves the houſes of God in poſ- 
br ſeſſions. O my God, make them like a wheel, ſtill running about as if 
$* $Þra 83.13,14, £7 were mad. As the fire burneth the wood : and as the flame ſctteth 
| the mountains on fire; So perſecnte them with thy tempeſt, and make 
them afraid with thy ſtorms ; So David, Thus the Penmen of Holy 
Wir ſharpen their Stile, denouncing heavier judgments again} 
ſacrilegious perſons; This is thereforethe third and latt Queſtion:If 
Anamas might not keep back part of that which was his own,bur it 
colt him his life, How then dare men take away from the Church, 
that which never was their own, and not think themſelves ſubje& 
co the wrath of Almighty God ? 

Having thus laid openthe ſeveral parts of this Text,and ſhewed 
the nature of this ſin of Ananias and Saphira, let me defire thee 
(Chriſtian Reader) to fix thy ſerious thoughts and meditations up- 
on this general Concluſion, very clearly arifing from the premiſes : 
That there are many who call Chriſt Maſter, yet are the Worlds 
ſervants. Or, That it is poſlible for a man to go far in-the way to 
heaven, yer be at length overtaken with a whoriſh -love of rhis 
World, for thus was it with Anamas and Saphira. Who would 
ever have thought, that Saint Lake,writing ſo many things 1n their 
praiſe in the former Chapter, ſhould here come in with ſuch a 
rragical relation : T here they received the Word, here give ear to 
Saran ; There they prayed, here hold parley with the devil ; There 
with joyful hearts they praiſe God, here they tempt him ; There 
you read of their charity, now you have ſeen their bona ; 
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wept,and took on, bur ar length ſhe kilt her mother and departed; propter auri,ats 
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There they joyned themſelves wich the Apoliles, here for detai-, q. . 
ning the price of their Land were caſt our of the blefled focie- Fans 
ty and fellowſhip of the Axoliles : Well doth Saint Pant ſays viros tranſu're 
that the love of money u# the root of all evil ; It 18 the root of Apo- [05 cgit av wi- 
ſtacy, and falling from God. This fn creeps ir 0 the here when 4 valult. A 
o:her {ins go out; and this is the ſin of many Profeflors, men of aro op 
7 R my | 5 CE 1a] pre 

eminent parts, who for Piety and Religion ſeem to be ſer in a /@ enpudit as, oh 
higher rank and form chan other men. Carrins writing the Life of eorum qui in 
Alexanader,praiſech him for many things, as Wiſdom, Valour, In- Pi*:ate conſt:tu- 
duſtry,repo:rs him very hirdy,a man that when froſt and ſnow lay ——_ "ur, 

—— . 'y' tOal 5, 
upon theground, would climb up the Alps on his bare hands and p-24 
feer ; Chen hegives a ſudden diſh with hits Pen : But he was into- C#!erumingen-  «, 
lerably given to the love of Wine, and would be drun', and that [4 471% b0- 
was a ble:nuth coall his other Virtues : The like may be ſaid of aw aero a 
many Profeſlors, that make a gjo:iouz ſhew,hear much, read much, cupsdits efeda- 
do many excellent chings ; Bur their hearts are overcharged with %%QCurrp.158, 
the love of earthly chings, and that deprives them of ſalvation, for * Playgere- oe 
that * alone m1ydo tt as well as murther or adultery, The hea- any oY | 
rers, reſembled to thorny ground, went they not further than theft, propter F 
reſt ? Did they not hear the Word ? Did they nor beleeve ic 2 Did foraicationes, 
they not receive it with jo; ? Yet after all this were choaked with 4#e ala poſtre. * 
cares and riches. The young man in the Goſpel, did he nor leave |," 5% wrnoph Bi 
Ch1lt becauſe he would not leive his pofleſſions/and Ananias hete ae. canner 
becauſe he would not let go the price of his Land ? Judas alſo, ind + zngulan= © 
Demas they both ſuffered (hipwrack upon the ſame rock. When tia : ſed prop- = 
Naomi went out of Moab with her two daughters, Ruth and Or-#r /olas tan- i 
pah, towards the Land of Judah, Rath Ruck ro: her, and wotld by tummodo opes 5 nn ; 


no means forſake her : Orpah, ſhe alſo went a good way with her, >. 


She returned ro 1dolatrous Moab to her People, and 70 her Gods que argenti fre 
(aith-che Text : ) So a hypocrite may make a fair progreſs inthe M9,ut oſtende- | 
way to-heaven, read, pray, converſe wich the Saints, weep it may'* {cer ſu "7 


. , . ficere has homins 
beat a Sermon, yer for all this be deeply in love with the World, adtrrrars d:m- 100 
and have his heart there amongſt his Gods of Silver and Gold ;399o rh enenmf © = 


And theſe, O ye men of might, have been the Gods many of any yr apy 
you hive been fighting for ſo long ; that which you have chief- 2% 1+. Sf 
ty ſought hath been ro ſeize upon the inheritance, and to ger into 2 Tim4..o, * rey 
your hands the price of the Land ; Who ſec:h not at this day g da-ifs 
great meaſure of Ananas's hypocritical covetoulnels, and coverous Mar. rats 
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A Diſcourſe againſt” Sacriltdye. 
hypocrifie to have been reigning in your hearts : Seeming Saints 
you have been, and ſervants of God, but the World hath been 
your Maſter : You haveuſed Religion bur as a ladder roclim) u 
ro wealth and worldly prefermenc, which being had, the ladder 
hath been thrown ahde, no matter what became of it : Saint Fo{;z 
faith, This ts the vittory that overcometh the World, even our faith ; 
to you it May be ſ11d, This is the victory that hath overcome your 
f:ich,even the World,and your worldly hearts, look into them,»nd 
you Will find this to have been the root of your late ſo foul milcar- 
riages, but 1amum de tabula, ocnlos ad cxlum. 


The Lord ſhowr down his bleſſings upon the head of our So- 
Vcraign Lord King Charles, and ſo repleniſh him with the grace of 
thy Holy Spirir, that he may alwaies incline to thy will, and walk 
in thy way. Bleſs the Great Council of the Realm aſſembled to- 
gether in the High Court of Parliament, grant that wich a fingle 
ee they may look at thy glory, ever preferring the publick good 
before cheir private interelts ;(trengrthen their hands that they may 
pluck out of the throats of thoſe Cormorants the ſpoyl which they 
have (o greedily devoured. Rebuke che madneſs of thoſe falſe Pro- 
phets, who through Covetouſneſs with fained words make mar- 
chandize of thy people. Lord, bleſs Lev;'s ſubſtance, and accept | 
the work of his hands ; and ſuffer nor the means of thy Worthip # 
to comeinto the hands of thoſe who count allgain godlineſs, ; 


This heavy judgment on Azamas (truck feat into all that heard it: | 
The Lord grant it may have the ſame etfe& in all that ſhall read 
theſe lines hat all 1ſrael may hear,and fear,and do no more preſumptu- | 
ouſly.Seeing few have conceived this fin of Sacriledge in het hearts | 
who have nor felt the judgement of God upon their backs ; may 
therefore the example of his heavy judgments deter and keep back 
all men from this fin, 


Arte Oe, 


